Welcome to the Undergraduate Teaching Assistant program
course Life Sciences 192A.
Spring 2008.

Discussion TA: Rory Spence, rory.spence(@ucla.edu

Lab Meetings: 4-6 M, YH 2370
UA Meetings: 5-6:30 M, YH 2336

Assignments:-

At least 1 multiple choice question for each lab due on Friday at 9pm that week.
One 10 minute presentation about anything

One LS 2 presentation

Recruitment of future UA’s

Participation and Attendance:-

On time arrival for your bi-weekly lab meetings.

Participation during the lab meetings.

On-time arrival for your lab sections.

Lab section participation.

** Lab participation (determined by the TA and student evaluation)
UA evaluations by the students

Evaluations by the lab staff.

** Please be aware that you are responsible for making your presence known in all lab
meetings. Your participation and attendance at your labs will be verified by evaluations
of you by the TA of your lab. It is YOUR responsibility to make your presence felt and
appreciated!

If at any time you feel you are having any difficulty with any person you are working
with as a UA, please make your concerns known immediately to Rory.

** Everyone starts out with an OAO. However, if you miss a UA lab
meeting or any labsection, the highest grade you will receive is a OBO.




Grading for the quarter:-

UA lab meetings 40 pts
Five lab meetings 40 pts
Ten labs 80 pts
Presentations 30 pts
Five lab questions 40 pts
Participation 30 pts
TA evaluations 40 pts
Total 300 pts
Policy :-

1. Attend all labs, lab meetings and UA meetings.

2. You must arrive on time to all lab meetings, listen carefully to all the information
given to you and go through the lab for practice. Arriving late or leaving early
will result in a lower grade.

3. Attend all of your assigned labs. You should arrive 10 minutes early to pick up
the necessary materials from the Lab Prep staff and immediately begin to prepare
the lab for the TA and the students.

4. Attend and participate in all discussions.

Actively participate in the labs by assisting the TA in the set up and helping the

TAs and the students during lab, carrying out request for the TA and assisting the

TA in the clean up process. Always ask the TA whether she/he needs helps and

always walk around to see if any students need help. DON’T just stand around !!

6. Exhibit appropriate and professional behavior during all UA activities. Remember
the students look up to you.

7. Never read for another class during your meetings or lab sections, disrupt the lab,
leave the lab without letting the TA know or engage in any other inappropriate
behavior.

8. Engage the students in what you learned from the lab when you took the class, but
make sure that is ok with the TA before doing this.

e

9. If for some reason/emergency you are unable to attend/ miss a lab,
you must arrange for another UA to cover you. Then, please
notify me and the TA for that lab 0 that we know to expect
someone other than you.

10.Get your TAs email address on the first day so that you will be
able to contact her/him.



The DON'T list for the UAs:-

1. DONOTshow up late for lab.

2. DONOTleave lab until either every student has left or ALL of the clean up is done
or till 2 hours 50 minutes of the lab class.

3. DONOTtalk to other students in the lab regarding classes other than LS2

4. DONOTplay with the smart board or any other computer in the lab for your own
amusement.

5. DONOTecriticize or contradict the TA in front of the class or students. If there is a
problem, speak with the TAs in private.

6. DONOTcompare the TAs by telling them that another TA does the lab differently
than they do.

7. DONOTgive the answers of the labs to the students or read their lab reports.

8. DONOTdo your own personal work in the lab like homework for another class or
studying for an exam.

9. DONOT go unprepared to the lab. You MUST know all labs forward and

backwards so if the TA asks you to teach a specific portion, you know how to do



Lab Questions:-

1.

For every lab you should make up one GOOD multiple choice question.

The due date for the questions will be at 9pm the Friday of the week of that
particular lab.

Each question should have 5 answers labeled as a-e and must be grammatically
correct with no misspellings.

Please use Microsoft word only to type these questions —It must be an
attachment

Make sure you think of a good question with logical answers as a part of your
final grade depends on it. If the question is not thought provoking you will not
receive credit for it.

DO NOT make up questions about lab procedures.

Please do not use * none of the above, all of the above*

When questions are due, you must email them as an attachment to the following
email : rory.spence@ucla.edu

Each email should have the subject line “LS2 lab question (name of the lab)”.

. Please include your name in the email as well. The email should be in the form of

an email attachment



Presentations:-

N —

e

There will two to three presentations given by the UAs every week.
One will be a RESEARCH presentation.

a) For this you may choose any topic you wish (eg: a current project you are

working on, your favorite football team, any infectious disease etc.)

The other presentation will be on the lab subject for the following week. For
example:

a) LS-2 subject : Photosynthesis (Rf values and spec analysis)

b) LS-3 subject : B-Gal (Lac Operon)
Your presentations should be around 7-10 minutes, which will be followed by
questions from the audience.
You must have your presentation done in Microsoft PowerPoint as a .ppt file.
The day of the presentation, please bring with you a flash drive with your
presentation on it.
Grading will be based on participation, presentation, content and knowledge of
the material.



LS 2 UA Lab Responsibilities and Assignments:-
Dear TAs,

The following is a set of “tentative” responsibilities for your UA. Please make sure that
the UA is performing all of his/her duties to the best of his/her ability. If there is any
problem, please let me know immediately. Additionally, at the end of the quarter, I will
ask you to evaluate your UA based on his/her presentations and responsibilities.

Thanks for your co-operation.
Rory Spence
(rory.spence(@ucla.edu)

Lab 2 : Photosynthesis
Presentations: Rf values, how you get them and what them mean.
Spectrophotometer- how it works and what it means
Responsibilities: Helping students analyze their data on the spectrophotometer.
Walk around and help students with the TLC spotting.

Lab 3: Metabolism
Presentations: Show the students how to calibrate the oxygen probe.
Responsibilities: Help retrieve the fish and weigh them.

Lab 4: Rat Dissection
Presentations: None
Responsibilities: Help students with dissection and identification.

Lab 5: Histology
Presentations: Description of the different microscopes and how they work.
Responsibilities: Walk around and help students use the microscopes.



Information for Laboratory Instructions for LS2

Contacts for lab instructions:

Lab Director/Development

Gaston Pfluegl Gaston@Lifesci.ucla.edu Slichter Hall 2875 794-4113
Lab Coordination and Preparation

Rhonda Murotake = RhondaM@lifesci.ucla.edu ~ YHS 2360 825-8860
Rachel Sauvageot RachelS@lifesci.ucla.edu YHS 2340 794-4170

Web access

Kristin Hartman webteam@]lsic.ucla.edu LS 4313 794-9177

Administrative issues

Tracy Newman TracyN@Lifesci.ucla.edu LS 2305 825-6614

Lily Yanez LYanez@Lifesci.ucla.edu LS 2305 825-6614

Lab topics

| Lab topics
Labs are held on Tuesday through Friday of Weeks 1, 3, 5, 7 and 10. Reports are due the following week
in section.
Week Activity Assignment Points |
quiz + lab |
1 Scientific Method & Group lab report 5+10
Research Proposal

3 Photosynthesis Group lab report 4+18
5 Metabolism Individual lab report 4+15
7 Rat Dissection In Class Assignment 8
8 Histology In Class Assignment 16
Lab questions for final 20
Total 100




Lab manuals
Lab manuals are updated annually. They are available for TAs at the LS Core office.
Students can purchase them at the campus bookstore.

Lab grade transfer

Students who took the course within the last academic year are allowed to transfer their
previous grades from the lab portion and be exempt from attending the labs. All students
in the course must take the lab portion of the final exam. The policy and sign up
procedure are available after students log on to the class website and click on the link
under “Announcements”. Please remind students of this option at the first discussion or
lab. Please see below for a link to the website: http://www.lsic.ucla.edu/classes/

Make-up Labs, Switching Sectias, Lab Regrades

Make-up labs will not be granted. If a student has a legitimate, excused absence (with
documentation), lab points can be pro-rated. Once enrolled, students are not allowed to
switch sections to accommodate their schedules. Requests for lab assignment regrades
must be submitted within one week of the return of the assignment, in writing, and will
be considered at the end of the term.

LS Laboratory Website
Information of class, section and room schedule can be found here, under:
http://Lslab.Iscore.ucla.edu




LS 2 Schedule forSpring 2008:
Lab Meeting 4-6 rm2370
UA Meeting 5-6:30 rm2336

MONDAY TUESDAY | WEDNESDAY | THURSDAY | FRIDAY
Week 1 3/31 4/1 4/3 4/4 4/5
Scientific method | Lab (rm

4335)and

UA mtg (rm

2336)!!
Week 2 a/7 4/8 4/9 4/10 4/11
Discussion UA mtg
Week 3 4/14 4/15 4/16 4/17 4/18
Metabolism Lab Meeting
Week 4 4/21 4/22 4/23 4/24 4/25
Discussion UA mtg
Week 5 4/28 4/29 4/30 5/1 5/2
Photosynthesis Lab mtg
Week 6 5/5 5/6 5/7 5/8 5/9
Discussion UA mtg
Week 7 5/12 5/13 5/14 5/15 5/16
Rat Lab Lab Meeting
Week 8 5/19 5/20 521 5/22 5/23
Histology Lab mtg
Week 9 5/26 5127 5/28 5/29 5/30
Discussion UA mtg???
Week 10 6/2 6/3 6/4 6/5 6/6
Discussion UA mtg
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